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NOTICE ON THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 
(PCT APPLICATION IN THE NATIONAL PHASE) 

1. ^ According to the Request for Substantive Examination raised by the applicant and based on the 

provision of Item 1, Article 35 of the Patent Law, the State Intellectual Property Office has proceeded 
with the Examination as to Substance on the abovementioned application for patent for invention. 
I I According to Item 2, Article 35 of the Chinese Patent Law, the Sate Intellectual Property Office has 
decided to examine the above application for patent for invention on its own initiative. 

2. ^ The applicant has requested that the filling date of 

June 3, 2005 at the US Patent Office as the priority date, 

at the Patent Office as the priority date, 

at the Patent Office as the priority date, 

3. Upon examination, it is found that the amended documents submitted on by the applicant 

cannot be accepted for not conforming to the provision of Item 1, Rule 51 of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Patent Law. 

4. n The examination is conducted against the Chinese version of the original International Application 

submitted. 

1^1 The examination is conducted against the following application documents: 

Claim(s) 1-20 , specification paragraphs 1-82 , drawing(s), the drawing for abstract submitted on 

November 30. 2007 . 

Abstract, submitted on March 4„ 2008 . 

5. ^| This Notice cites the following references (the number of which shall continue to be used in the 

subsequent examination proceedings): 



No. 


Number/Title of Document 


Date of Publication (or the filing date of the 
conflicting Application) 


1 


CN 1299478 A 


2001-06-13 
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The conclusive opinion drawn from the examination: 
As regards the Specification: 

I I The contents of the application fall under the scope stipulated by Article 5 of the Patent Law for 

which no patent right should be granted. 
I I The specification does not conform with the provision of Item 3, Article 26 of the Patent Law. 
I I The specification does not conform with the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law. 
I I The drafting of the specification does not conform with the provision of Rule 17 of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

□ 

As regards the Claims: 

I I Claim(s) do(es) not conform with the provision of Item 2, Article 2 of the Patent Law. 

I I Claim(s) do(es) not conform with the provision of Item 1, Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

1^1 Claim(s) IAJ do(es)not possess the novelty as stipulated in Item 2, Article 22 of the Patent Law. 
£3 Claim(s) 2-3.5-6.8-1 L13-19 do(es) not possess the inventiveness as stipulated in Item 3, Article 22 
of the Patent Law. 

I I Claim(s) do(es) not possess the practical applicability as stipulated in Item 4, Article 22 of 

the Patent Law. 

I I Claim(s) fall(s) under the scope of Article 25 of the Patent Law where no patent right is to 

be granted. 

^ Claim(s) 8-9,16-17 do(es) not conform with the provision of Item 4, Article 26 of the Patent Law. 

I I Claim(s) do(es) not conform with the provision of Item 1, Article 3 1 of the Patent Law. 

I I Claim(s) do(es) not conform with the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

I I Claim(s) do(es) not conform with the provisions of Rule 19 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

I I Claim(s) do(es) not conform with the provisions of Rule 20 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

I I Claim(s) do(es) not conform with the provisions of Rule 2 1 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

I I Claim(s) do(es) not conform with the provisions of Rule 22 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

□ 

I I The application does not conform with the provision of Item 5, Article 26 of the Patent Law or with 

the provision of Rule 26 of the Implementing Regulations. 
I I The application does not conform with the provision of Item 1, Rule 20 of the Patent Law. 
I I The divisional application does not conform with the provision of Item 1 , Rule 43 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
Please refer to the text of this Notice for the specific analyses of the above conclusive opinions. 

Based on the above conclusive opinions, the Examiner deems that: 

I I The applicant shall amend the application documents in accordance with the requirements raised in 
the text of the Notice. 

£3 The applicant shall state in his response the reasons that this application for patent can be granted a 
patent right, and amend the portions indicated in the text of the Notice which have been deemed as 
not conforming with the provisions, Otherwise said application cannot be granted a patent right. 



I I There is no substantive content in the application for patent which can be granted a patent right. If the 
applicant does not have sufficient reasons to enable it to be granted a patent right, said application 
will be rejected. 

□ 



8. The applicant is asked to note the following items: 

(1) According to the provision of Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant shall submit his response 
within four months from the receipt of this Notice. Where, without justified reasons the applicant 
does not respond at the expiration of said date, the application shall be deemed withdrawn. 

(2) The amendments of the application shall be made in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of 
the Patent Law, namely, shall not exceed the scope of the original specification and claims, and Rule 
51 of the Implementing Regulations, namely, make the amendments following the subject Notice of 
Office Action. 

(3) The response and/or amended documents of the applicant's shall be mailed or delivered to the 
Department of Receipt of the State Intellectual Property Office. These documents shall have no legal 
effects if they are not mailed or delivered to the Department of Receipt. 

(4) Without first making an appointment, the applicant and/or his agent can not come to the State 
Intellectual Property Office to have an interview with the Examiner. 



9. The text of this Notice totals 3 page(s), with the following attachments: 

I I Photocopies of cited references, altogether copy(ies) pages. 

□ 
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Text of the First Office Action 

Application Number: 2006800191854 
The office action is provided as follows. 

1. Claims 1, 4 and 7 have no novelty, and claims 2-3, 5-6, 8-11 and 13-19 have no 
inventiveness over Reference 1 . 

Claim 1 is to protect a computer-implemented method. Reference 1 (CN 1299478 A) 
discloses a method for protecting computer resources and the following contents 
( page 3, line 5- page 5, line 25, figs. 1-3 and claims 1-8): when such unspecified 
application runs on the workstation, direct access to the application is prevented from 
any resource ( equal to the feature "providing a blocking mechanism that is 
configured to block Internet-application access to defined spaces of a client 
computing device on which the Internet-application executes" in the claim); referring 
to fig. 1, application 1 is an ''open file" I/O request, which is sent to the I/O manager, 
the filter analyzes the request to determine whether it is permissible, if it is 
permissible, it is allowed to proceed to the I/O manager (equal to the feature "defining 
at least one containment zone in which said Internet-application is to write and read 
data" in the claim). It can be seen that Reference 1 has disclosed all of the technical 
features of claim 1 . The technical solutions of Reference 1 and claim 1 belong to the 
same technical field, and can produce the same technical effects. Therefore, the 
technical solution of claim 1 does not comply with the novelty stipulated in Item 2, 
Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Claim 2 refers to claim 1. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 1 which it refers to has no novelty, claim 2 has no 
inventiveness. 

Claim 3 refers to claim 1. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 1 which it refers to has no novelty, claim 3 has no 
inventiveness. 

Claim 4 refers to claim 1. However, the additional technical feature has been 
disclosed by Reference 1 (page 3, line 5- page 5, line 25, figs. 1-3 and claims 1-8): 

agent which can be used effectively to prevent the hostile use of workstation 



l 



resources by applications running on said workstation, determining whether the 
request directly generated by the unspecified application is allowable, if the request is 
allowable;, allowing the workstation to process it; or else, preventing the request to be 
processed. When claim 1 which it refers to has no novelty, claim 4 also has no 
novelty. 

Claim 5 refers to claim 4. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 4 which it refers to has no novelty, claim 5 has no 
inventiveness. 

Claim 6 refers to claim 5. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 5 which it refers to has no novelty, claim 6 has no 
inventiveness. 

Claim 7 refers to claim 4. However, the additional technical feature has been 
disclosed by Reference 1 (page 3, line 5- page 5, line 25, figs. 1-3 and claims 1-8): 

agent which can be used effectively to prevent the hostile use of workstation 
resources by applications running on said workstation, determining whether the 
request directly generated by the unspecified application is allowable, if the request is 
allowable, allowing the workstation to process it; or else, preventing the request to be 
processed. When claim 4 which it refers to has no novelty, claim 7 also has no 
novelty. 

Claims 8 and 9 refer to claim 1. However, the features thereof belong to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 1 which they refer to has no novelty, claims 8 and 9 
also have no inventiveness. 

Claim 10 refers to claim 1. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 1 which it refers to has no novelty, claim 10 has no 
inventiveness. 

Claim 1 1 refers to claim 1 . However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 1 which it refers to has no novelty, claim 1 1 has no 
inventiveness. 
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Claim 13 is to protect a computer-implemented method. Reference 1 (CN 1299478 A) 
discloses a method for protecting computer resources and the following contents 
( page 3, line 5- page 5, line 25, figs. 1-3 and claims 1-8): when such unspecified 
application runs on the workstation, direct access to the application is prevented from 
any resource ( equal to the feature "providing a blocking mechanism that is 
configured to block Internet-application access to defined spaces of a client 
computing device on which the Internet-application executes" in the claim); referring 
to fig. 1, application 1 is an "open file" I/O request, which is sent to the I/O manager, 
the filter analyzes the request to determine whether it is permissible, if it is 
permissible, it is allowed to proceed to the I/O manager (equal to the feature "defining 
at least one containment zone in which said Internet-application is to write and read 
data" in the claim); agent (equal to the feature "broker" in the claim) which can be 
used effectively to prevent the hostile use of workstation resources by applications 
running on said workstation, determining whether the request directly generated by 
the unspecified application is allowable, if the request is allowable, allowing the 
workstation to process it; or else, preventing the request to be processed, 
The differences between Reference 1 and the claim include: the "blocking 
mechanism" in the claim is based on a token, the accesses include the access to the 
administrative space and user space and the brokers comprise the administrative 
broker and the user broker The problem solved by these differences is how to define 
the access object and manage the administrative space and user space, respectively, 
However, the use of the token to block the user's access and the definition of the 
spaces into the administrative space and user space belong to the common knowledge 
in the art. In addition, the respective management of the administrative space and user 
space also belongs to the common knowledge in the art. It is obvious to the skilled in 
the art that the technical solution of claim 13 can be obtained by combining Reference 
1 with the prior art, and the combination cannot produce any unpredictable technical 
effects. Therefore, the technical solution of claim 13 has no prominent substantive 
features and does not represent a notable progress. It does not comply with the 
provision stipulated in Item 3, Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Claim 14 refers to claim 13. However, the additional technical feature has been 
disclosed by Reference 1 (page 3, line 5- page 5, line 25, figs. 1-3 and claims 1-8): 



3 



agent which can be used effectively to prevent the hostile use of workstation 
resources by applications running on said workstation, determining whether the 
request directly generated by the unspecified application is allowable, if the request is 
allowable, allowing the workstation to process it; or else, preventing the request to be 
processed . When claim 13 which it refers to has no inventiveness, claim 14 also has 
no inventiveness. 

Claim 15 refers to claim 14. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 14 which it refers to has no inventiveness, claim 15 
also has no inventiveness. 

Claim 16 refers to claim 13. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 13 which it refers to has no inventiveness, claim 16 
also has no inventiveness. 

Claim 17 refers to claim 16. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 16 which it refers to has no inventiveness, claim 17 
also has no inventiveness. 

Claim 18 refers to claim 13. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 13 which it refers to has no inventiveness, claim 18 
also has no inventiveness. 

Claim 19 refers to claim 13. However, the feature thereof belongs to the common 
knowledge in the art. When claim 13 which it refers to has no inventiveness, claim 19 
also has no inventiveness. 

2. Claims 8-9 and 16-17 do not comply with the provision stipulated in Item 4, Article 
26 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

The "act of in the claims has not been mentioned in the previous claims which they 
refer to so that the word "the" before it has no reference basis. It makes the scopes of 
protection of these claims unclear, and it does not comply with the provision 
stipulated in Item 4, Article 26 of the Chinese Patent Law. 
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Based on the above reasons, the application in its current version cannot be granted a 
patent right. The applicant should modify the application according to the Notice on 
Office Action and submit the new claims and Description before the deadline. Please 
note that the amendments to the application should comply with the provision 
stipulated in Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law, i.e. the amendments can not go 
beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in the initial Description and claims. 
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